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s the clay's last sliver of sunlight dances
westward across the land, it reveals in each

wetland, lalze, & stream a reflection that

cannot be described with earthly words. Perhaps
these visual reflections are what draw us to lakes &
rivers for our emotional reflections — the sigh’cs, the
sounds, the serenity — there’s something about wa-

ter t}la’c captivates us & sets us free.
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to our own.
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Quinn H. Whi’clow, age 7

St. Louis Parlz, Minnesota
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Very year, River of Words® (ROW) conducts an
international environmental poetry and art com-
petition for you’ch age(l 5to 19 in grades K-12, in
affiliation with The Lil)rary of Congress Center
for the Book. This free contest is designed to help
you’ch explore the natural environment and cultural
history of the place t]ney live, and to express what
they discover through poetry and art. Towa entries
not chosen as finalists or gran(l prize winners in the
international contest are returned to IOWATER,

where they are judged in a statewide IOWA River of
Words® Environmental Poetry and Art competition.

The IOWATER Volunteer Water Monitoring Pro-
gram of the Towa Department of Natural Resources
coordinates the IOWA River of Words® Environ-
mental Poetry and Art competition. Over 530
students from lowa enterecl the 2009 contest, either
through their schools, community art centers, local
libraries, or on their own. Because of the large num-
ber of quality lowa entries, the Cedar Rapids Mu-
seum of Art generously offered to host a juried River
of Words® IOWA Environmental Poetry and Art
Exhibit for the second year in a row. Thirty-seven
works of poetry and art were selected to be included

in the ROW exhibit, held August 1 thru August 23,
2009. Both the National Mississippi River Museum
& Aquarium in Dul)uque and the State Capi’col
Building in Des Moines signe& on to host this trav-
eling exhibit foﬂowing its run in Cedar Rapids.

Shown here are the winning entries for each cat-
egory in the 2009 Towa competition. We hope you
enjoy these efforts ]oy lowa’s youth to explore and
understand our environment, and to express their

experiences through art and poetry.
Here's how the contest works each year...

® Entries must be sent })y December 1 to:
River of Words, PO Box 4000-J
Berleeley, CA 047704 USA
Phone: 510-548-POEM (7636)
Fax: 510-548-2095

@ ROW returns lowa's entries to [IOWATER

in April for state competition.

? . .
® [owa’s state winners are chosen in May.
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Water ﬂowing, rushing in
I am the protector
The barrier between
A]Jsorl)ing water
Stopping it from streaming past
Will not back down
Will not let through
Strong stalk and bﬁgh’c yeﬂow blossom
Recognized from horizons away
I am the black-eyed Susan
Preventing the flood
Halting disaster

IOWA WINNER
Grades K-3 Art

Julia Jones age 8
Manson Northwest Welaster School

Barnum, Iowa

Gracles 10-12 Poetry
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) Davenport Central Higll School
rivers Davenport, lowa
wet, Winding Black-eyed Susan
IOWA WINNER ﬂowing, swerving, darting
Grades 7-9 Poetry fun, clean, so{:t, gentle IOWA WINNER

Cody Ritner water Grades 4-6 Poetry
1

?)geecorzah Towa Nicholas Moran

Ocean o][ C/oua]s age 9

Resurrection School
Dul)uque, Towa

The M ississippi

Ocean o]c Clouols

An ocean of clouds
Hovers over the city
Lilee a so{:I: and gushy
Pillow for the gocls.

It shimmers in the light

Like a blanket of snow
Protecting its people.

Grades 7-9 Art

Ali Biggar
age 12

Royal, lowa
A Country Sunrise
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IOWA WINNER

Clay Central/ Everly Schools

IOWA WINNER
Grades 4.6 Art

Sam F]etcher

age 11

Ballard East
Elementary School

Cambridge, [owa
Birch Trees

IOWA WINNER
Grades K-3 Poetry

Lejla Cardenas
age 9

McKinley Elementary School

Des Moines, Iowa

lee Turt/e

IOWA WINNER
Grades 10-12 Art

Phoebe Jones

age 16

Fairfield, lowa
Contrast in the Fog

Important guidelines to keep in mind...
New Deadline for entries — December 1, 2009

Each entry must be original and have the
appropriate entry form securely attached to
it, facing out (no paperclips). Do not mat,

mount, 1aminate, frame, or fold entries.

Poems must not exceed 32 hnes and shoulcl be

typecl or written in ink.

Original artwork should be on paper, and not
exceed 11”7 x 17” in size. Photo entries must

be at least 8" x 10”.

For more information and entry forms, contact:
Pat Lohmann, lowa Dept. of Natural Resources
109 Trowbriclge HaH, Towa City, [A 52242-1319
Email: Pa’c.Lohmann@dnr.iowa.gov
Phone: 319-335-1675

or go to www.iowater.net and

click on River of Words
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