othing stimulates the mind
inspires the soul more than ch
art & poetry. Perhaps it's their
nocence, or possi]oly even their ignorance
at ]orings fresh outlooks, new perspectives
& truth to their work. For whatever reason,
the imagination of a child is something to
be treasure(l, nurtured & encourage(l. In the
words of Albert Einstein, “Imagination is more
important than 1znow1eclge." IOWATER thinks
imagination & lznowledge are essential for a
sustainable future, & we hope to cultivate both
in [owa’s yout}l through River of Words®.

Bach year, in affiliation with The Li]orary of
Congress Center for the Book, River of Words

conducts a free international poetry & art
contest for youth on the theme of watersheds.
The contest is designed to help youth explore
the natural & cultural history of the place they

ive, & to express, through poetry & art, what

ey discover. Entries not chosen as finalists a
nd prize winners in the international co

urned to the IOWATER program,

'udge(l in an lowa statewide Ri

COVER ART
Maria Ontiveros

age 14
Bettendorf, IA

g%aged Vision

[OWA WINNER

IOWATER

Waﬂace State Office Building
502 E. 9th St.
Des Moines, IA 50319 - 0034

iowater(@iowater.net

www.lowater.net
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Ti\ e b ne Twee Meghin Arnold

age 12

Osceoia, IOW&

[OWA WINNER

\JUS‘t iEoH{

Eyes of rociz,
Decayeci i)ags.
A driftless army.

Nostaigic immigrants.
Tall grasses iong and meiting.
Hardwood tribes emerging from Vaiieys.

Beautiful streams,
Open pati'iways to a redwood

civilization.

Dispiacecl ciams,
Create poois of this Sypsy giri’s world.

Feion Summers
age 17
Duijuque, Iowa

NATIONAL FINALIST

Sphﬂit i:ox

First tiiere, then gone!
Sitting in the grass,
but no rabbits are here
that he will chase.
Sitting there, soft fur,
ciisappears, turns up at

‘ R be an Aﬁcisf

[ want to be an Artist
I reaiiy iiope I will.

I'd sit upon the windowsill

looking at the hills. the river.
Then I'd c!raw tiie picture, Olivia Queathem
then I'd act it out. age 9
Tiien I7Cl &O tile pain’cing Grinneii, Towa
there’s no doubt. IOWA WINNER
Michelle Graui)erger
age 7
Marion, lowa
IOWA WINNER

C@@ ni;emﬂq M eadow

[ amble down the pa’ch to the poncl i)eyon(i our cabin.
[ rest on the dock’s e(ige while dangiing my feet
above the quiet water.
The trees whisper, whisper, ever so soitiy.
The sunset i)rigiitens and the water awakens.
The wind brushes against my face and sends the crisp autumn leaves
swir]ing down onto the poncl creating rippies
(iistur]oing the quiet stillness.
The sun siips behind the trees and the dark nigiﬂ: sizy makes the air feel cold.
The moon bounces off Cran]aerry Meadow Pond
and I feel free to dream.

Nick Synan
age 13

lowa City, lowa
IOWA WINNER

AH om'lixwo'wLL & poetry are ©K)\ive'r> Oi:\ \\\x/ow;‘(;.

H2O

Water will tricieie,
And water will leak.
Water will poncier,
And water will seek.
Water will ireeze,
And water will boil.
Water will rain
And nourish the soil.
Water will rush
And create a wave.
During a storm,
Water will rave.
Water will si'iape,
And water will shift.
Water will toppie,
And water will drift.
In the summetr,

Water provicies fun

For kids of all ages
Who bask in the sun.

Nicole Higgin]aotilam
age 17
Malvern, TA

NATIONAL FINALIST

For entry forms for the 2005

International contest, contact:

IOWATER Coordinator
Wallace State Office Buiiding
502 E. 9th St.

Des Moines, IA 50319 - 0034
Phone: 515-281-6640

Fax: 515-281-8895

Email: iowater(@iowater.net

www.lowater.net

Tiwe De’td

Alluvial
Flood
Piain,
Tennessee,
Arizansas,
Mississippi, &
Louisiana.
Houses
Ciuster,
Customs
Are
Indigenous.
Traditions
Evolve
From
Rivers &
Bayous,
Baptize(i in
The old
Ways.
Trappers,
Fisher ioiie,
Towboat Worizers,
All

Passed
Down

To
Ciiii(iren,
The

Future.

Felon Summers
age 17

Dui)uque, lowa
IOWA WINNER

Send entries i)y Feb.15th to:
River of Words

PO Box 4000 ]

Berkeley, CA 94704 USA

Phone: 510-548-POEM (7636)

Tiwungeﬁng Watemﬁa“

Meg Harper
age 7
Indepen{ience, Iowa

[OWA WINNER

JURY
for River of Words Poetry & Art
Iowa Competition 2004

Michael Carey received an MFA from the
University of Towa Whriters’ Woriesiiop & is the
author of five books of poetry.

Liz Christiansen gra(iuated from Cornell
Coiiege with a BA (iegree in i)o’cany. She is the
Deputy Director of the lowa Department of

Natural Resources.

Pat Lohmann received an MFA in painting
from the University of Towa School of Art & Art
History. She is an artist & pui)iica’cion (iesigner
for the Towa Department of Natural Resources.

Debra Marquart graciuateti from Minnesota
State University, Moorhead with an MLA
ciegree & is an associate proiessor of Engiisi'i &
coordinator of the Creative Writing Program
at lowa State University.



